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Thank you for opening the second edition of the NoMi Economic
Development Newsletter. This periodical newsletter provides updates
on what is happening inside the Community Planning & Development
Department's Economic Development Division of the city of North
Miami, highlight important trends in economic development, feature local
businesses, and provide resources for small business owners. 

NoMi Business Spotlight: Audio Vision Studios
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Howard (foreground) with brother Ron in their recording studio in North Miami

Each newsletter edition, I will be highlighting a particular business or businesses in

our community that offer a unique product or service. This newsletter, I sat down

with Howard Albert, Co-Owner of Audio Vision Studios.

Business Name: Audio Vision Studios

Location:13385 W. Dixie Highway North Miami, FL 33161

Opened: 1987

Type of Business: Audio Recording & Producing

North Miami: A Music City

Many people have heard of such artists as The Eagles, Beyonce, Stephen
Stills, Aretha Franklin, Eric Clapton, Lil Jon, P-Diddy, and Jamie Foxx, but unless
one is a music industry insider, the name Howard Albert is likely unknown. While
these artists behind the microphone are more recognized, Howard has sat behind the
sound board for each of them and many more. 

While cities such as Nashville, Los Angeles, and New York are music recording
capitals, the North Miami area is a little-known hub for music recording with several
neighboring studios producing quality work for prominent artists for decades. Audio
Vision Studios is one that has become a top recording studio over the years. I sat
down with Howard Albert, co-owner of Audio Vision Studios to learn more about his
background and place of business. 

Was the music recording/producing business always something you had
planned on getting into?

I started as a musician at the early age of 12 and then did studio session work as a
teenager.  My brother Ron did the lights and sound for my groups. 
 
Was the music recording/producing business always something you had
planned on getting into?
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lI3VjhLFcz5YEUR70Ds3kQ_uIvwCl8kwZcd3b9Z71yp2muq3PBSRGQ-XGohMRdzOSQvyX53cEF_lInDjcdrPjvTIL-9VM3M3uKV5MKL82iFNGznLhkWUhtfECuAGpHqOlejMazo0te5YIfLqzMqMfL75X9-qmqd6XgF7Q7bbYQcWZpGQAM3sVaEvhPuZ0KAyIbCswMxkzMKgdvItltejOHUOLFYNCmVaTyda5lDdn_3C6FXKHo6oO_VBByoRoxwK&c=&ch=


Located just off of West Dixie Highway, Audio Vision Studios has hosted
dozens of star musicians spanning four decades 

While doing session work at Criteria Studios (Now Hit Factory) the founder, Mac
Emerman asked if I knew anyone that might want a job organizing the tape library
at the studio.  I mentioned my brother Ron, and he came in for an interview. When
asked his age and if he could type, Ron lied about both and got the job.   Ron asked
our mother to help him learn to type. It was not long after, by looking over the
shoulder of Mack, that Ron picked up the skills needed to become a recording
engineer and started to conduct radio sessions on his own.  Ron received a gold
record at the age of 16 for the Brook Benton hit "Rainy Night in Georgia" and the
saga continues.  

After a stint in Vietnam, I returned to work in the recording studio along side Ron
and we eventually became Co-Vice Presidents of Criteria prior to opening Audio
Vision Studios and Vision Records.  

Who are some of the more interesting and exciting artists you have
worked with over the years and why?  

That's a tough one because we have worked with so many. (View Ron and Howard's
partial discography here.)

What is something people may not know about Audio Vision and the
recording/production business in general? 

We have been in
business at this
location since
1987. We have
over 40 Gold
Records and
about 30 or so
Platinum Records
to our name. We
work with all
types of artists
from folk and rock
to country and R&B. 

What projects are you working on now? 

Currently we're working on opening Miami Audio School to teach people about the art
of music production, which will include a curriculum about how to DJ. We've
partnered with DJ Affect, who is the DJ for major Miami clubs such as LIV and
E11even to run the course. We are still finalizing details, but we hope to have the
school up and running by the beginning of next year. 

For more information on Audio Vision Studios please see their contact page.

SoLē Mia Local
Preference Office
Creates Positive
Impact for North
Miami

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lI3VjhLFcz5YEUR70Ds3kQ_uIvwCl8kwZcd3b9Z71yp2muq3PBSRGQ-XGohMRdzOco4UhSs6noUYxfFN2WC3TpYo4Os4ljBCR4yVU-3LNeJEZ4WERIKOni6g5TluHEEgMTv_BYjyPF5RvXWnov-BVUKYwuY-wsaMEME0a7fTV5j2ljunyB15qlSxr6oHL6xNBjhybm2PzLG_GIXFgLvEkwF20TGl3afLruuhsSthby4=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lI3VjhLFcz5YEUR70Ds3kQ_uIvwCl8kwZcd3b9Z71yp2muq3PBSRGQ-XGohMRdzOil0JOVG-YkCgBZfSqvDyApjTD3Nr23gxwZikH8_gFSU_YEmk_1igUCrnLOYfGmC15SMSThCW7O-F8650TSugVbxaq12XjTTGHoBlqq5iUD_I3dN8SzfExIJcsqPkNLaOyutDDMr79eFmpyAm6zhtxUEMcOT4JGKwXjip1CLnVC0=&c=&ch=


Garth Solutions team members with job
training participants at the SoLē Mia LPO

earlier this year

Nestled in the heart of
downtown North Miami in an
inconspicuous yellow house,
SoLē Mia's Local Preference
Office is hard at work creating
the largest workforce
development program in the city
of North Miami. As part of the
land-lease agreement between
the city of North Miami
and SoLē Mia's
developers Oleta Partners, 10%
of all jobs created through
the SoLē Mia mixed-use

development must include local North Miami businesses and residents. 
 
To that end, SoLē Mia developers created a Local Preference Office (LPO)
managed by Yvonne Garth and her firm Garth Solutions. The SoLē Mia LPO
provides multiple resources for North Miami residents at no cost to the
individual. SoLē Mia's LPO offers free vocational training classes, career
development seminars, and more. They help residents find jobs with one of
the more than 20 firms that have been in contact with the LPO, and they have
visited North Miami Senior High School and recruited graduating seniors to
join  job training programs, so they have employable skills right out of high
school. 
 
SoLē Mia LPO accepts walk-in visitors or appointments, and Garth Solutions
encourages North Miami residents to come in anytime for questions about how
to get involved. The LPO office is located at 12540 NE 8th Avenue North
Miami, FL 33161 right across from City Hall. 
 
More than 100 residents have already come through the SoLē Mia LPO doors,
and many more are needed and welcome. North Miami resident, Enock
Jeantinor, has received free vocational training through the LPO which helped
him get a better job. Of the program, Jeantinor stated, "I think SoLē Mia's
scholarship program is great. It helped me gain the experience that I needed to
get a better job and provide a better future for me and my family." 
 
Some highlights of SoLē Mia's latest LPO Quarterly Report for April-June 2016:

More than 170 resident contacts by phone or walk-in
11 scholarship recipients graduated last quarter and 127 graduates to
date
7 vendor meetings scheduled
47 % of total hard costs were paid to local businesses
29.47 % of total workforce was comprised of North Miami residents 

Learn more about the Local Preference Office here

North Miami at ICSC
Florida Conference &
Deal Making  

North Miami had a strong presence at
the International Council of Shopping

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lI3VjhLFcz5YEUR70Ds3kQ_uIvwCl8kwZcd3b9Z71yp2muq3PBSRGUTxljA-K4YSCnqExqypaXxHw3OEk6BlbyxT9V2L9xd5AwVu9UU5xkD5UHdkAJP9G-h6Aa6GYKYMWoGWi7h-RbM-7wApgdmq5MWLV2Knm6ZaQ-errc-RFGIdcEVbTgVeIAjY3c-lTUlSHjT7Z-Bp_hdbtCqOmhes8g==&c=&ch=


Sam Blatt, Economic Development Manager 

Centers' Annual Florida Conference &
Deal Making event. The conference
created a great opportunity to connect
with developers, retailers, brokers,
and service providers all under one
roof. The event featured over 250
different exhibitor booths and nearly
4,500 attendees. The conference took
place in Orlando, Florida from August
21st-23rd.

QUICK TAKE: SMALL BUSINESS IS THE BACKBONE OF NORTH
MIAMI

Over 85% of North Miami's businesses have 10 or fewer employees. This
means that small business is the engine that runs the North Miami
economy. Providing assistance and support to these businesses is a
critical component of North Miami's economic development strategy.

Source: The Beacon Council, Miamidadesites.com 



Upcoming Events





For vendor information click here.
For Sponsorship Packet click here.
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