
 776 N.E. 125 Street, North Miami, Florida  33161 

Council Report 

To:      The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

From:      Jeff P. H. Cazeau, City Attorney 

Date:       August 23, 2016 

RE:  Proposed Resolution Approving ProLaw Software Agreement 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF NORTH MIAMI, FLORIDA, 
AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER AND CITY 
ATTORNEY TO EXECUTE A CUSTOMER AGREEMENT, 
IN SUBSTANTIALLY THE ATTACHED FORM, WITH 
WEST PUBLISHING CORPORATION, D/B/A 
THOMPSON REUTERS ELITE, FOR THE 
INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE OF A SOFTWARE 
LICENSE PACKAGE KNOWN AS PROLAW TO 
ENSURE PROPER AND EFFICIENT STORAGE, 
RETRIEVAL AND DISPOSITION OF LEGAL AND RISK 
MANAGEMENT CASE FILES, AT AN APPROXIMATE 
COST OF FORTY SEVEN THOUSAND DOLLARS 
($47,000.00), IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 7-143 
OF THE CITY OF NORTH MIAMI CODE OF 
ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE  
AND FOR ALL OTHER PURPOSES. 

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that the City Council adopt the proposed Resolution which authorizes 
the execution of a Customer Agreement with West Publishing Corporation, d/b/a 
Thompson Reuters Elite, for the installation and maintenance of a software license 
package (“ProLaw”) to ensure proper and efficient storage, retrieval and disposition of 
legal and risk management case files, built entirely on the Microsoft.NET platform. 

BACKGROUND 

The Office of the City Attorney and the Division of Risk Management are in need of the 
ProLaw software license package in order to increase overall efficiency, accuracy and 
productivity by facilitating document production, reducing data input errors, and building 
a repository of critical documents, while mitigating legal, regulatory and compliance risks. 

C
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The use of ProLaw is well known and commonly used by local government offices on a 
national scale. In this case, our office conducted a review of the use of ProLaw by the 
City of Miami; allowing us to establish a basis of comparison and to carefully consider the 
application of ProLaw prior to the decision of procuring the software.   

 

 

 
Attachments 
 
1. Proposed Resolution. 
2. Customer Agreement.  
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RESOLUTION NO. _______________ 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF NORTH MIAMI, FLORIDA, 
AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER AND CITY 
ATTORNEY TO EXECUTE A CUSTOMER AGREEMENT, 
IN SUBSTANTIALLY THE ATTACHED FORM, WITH 
WEST PUBLISHING CORPORATION, D/B/A THOMPSON 
REUTERS ELITE, FOR THE INSTALLATION AND 
MAINTENANCE OF A SOFTWARE LICENSE PACKAGE 
KNOWN AS PROLAW TO ENSURE PROPER AND 
EFFICIENT STORAGE, RETRIEVAL AND DISPOSITION 
OF LEGAL AND RISK MANAGEMENT CASE FILES, AT 
AN APPROXIMATE COST OF FORTY-SEVEN THOUSAND 
DOLLARS ($47,000.00), IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 
7-143 OF THE CITY OF NORTH MIAMI CODE OF 
ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE  
AND FOR ALL OTHER PURPOSES. 

WHEREAS, the City of North Miami (“City”) Office of the City Attorney and the 

Division of Risk Management, have identified the need for the installation and maintenance of a 

software license package to ensure proper and efficient storage, retrieval and disposition of legal 

and risk management case files, built entirely on the Microsoft.NET platform (“ProLaw”); and   

WHEREAS, ProLaw will integrate and coordinate the functions of both City offices, from 

the commencement of a matter to its final disposition, including the storage of all related contacts, 

research, emails, court docketing and calendaring; and  

WHEREAS, ProLaw will simplify document production, reduce data input errors, and 

build a repository of critical documents, while mitigating legal, regulatory and compliance risks; 

and   

WHEREAS, West Publishing Corporation, d/b/a Thompson Reuters Elite (“Elite”), is the 

sole-source licensor and maintenance provider of ProLaw; and  

WHEREAS, Section 7-143, City Code of Ordinances, allows for the purchase of goods 

and services without the necessity of competitive bids or proposals when only one (1) reasonable 

source of supply is available; and  

WHEREAS, City administration respectfully requests that the Mayor and City Council 

authorize the purchase and maintenance of ProLaw to streamline the document management 

capabilities of the Office of the City Attorney and the Division of Risk Management; and  
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WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council find the execution of the Customer Agreement, 

in accordance with Section 7-143 of the City of North Miami Code of Ordinances, to be in the best 

interest of the City.  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT DULY RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY 

COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORTH MIAMI, FLORIDA: 

Section 1. Authority of City Manager and City Attorney.  The Mayor and City 

Council of the City of North Miami, Florida, hereby authorize the City Manager and City Attorney 

to execute a Customer Agreement, in substantially the attached form, with West Publishing 

Corporation, d/b/a Thompson Reuters Elite, for the installation and maintenance of a software 

license package known as ProLaw to ensure proper and efficient storage, retrieval and disposition 

of legal and risk management case files, at an approximate cost of Forty-Seven Thousand Dollars 

($47,000.00), in accordance with Section 7-143 of the City of North Miami Code of Ordinances. 

Section 2. Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective immediately upon 

adoption.  

PASSED AND ADOPTED by a __________ vote of the Mayor and City Council of the 

City of North Miami, Florida, this ____ day of _________________, 2016. 

______________________________ 
DR. SMITH JOSEPH 
MAYOR 

ATTEST: 

_____________________________________ 
MICHAEL A. ETIENNE, ESQ. 
CITY CLERK 

APPROVED AS TO FORM  
AND LEGAL SUFFICIENCY:  

_____________________________________ 
JEFF P. H. CAZEAU, ESQ. 
CITY ATTORNEY 

SPONSORED BY:  CITY ADMINISTRATION 
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Moved by:     

Seconded by:     

Vote: 
Mayor Smith Joseph, D.O., Pharm. D.   _______ (Yes) _______ (No) 
Vice Mayor Alix Desulme     _______ (Yes) _______ (No) 
Councilman Scott Galvin     _______ (Yes) _______ (No) 
Councilwoman Carol Keys, Esq.    _______ (Yes) _______ (No) 
Councilman Philippe Bien-Aime    _______ (Yes) _______ (No) 
 
 










































