Cheryl L. Cook

55 N.E. 131st Street
North Miami, FI. 33161
727.455.9868
ncdclogistics@aol.com

North Miami Office of the Mayor and Council

776 NE 125 Street
North Miami, FL 33161

Councilman Scott Galvin
305.895.9815
scott@scott-galvin.com

Request for Street Co-Designation to Honor Richard & Cherry Cook

55 N.E. 131st Street
North Miami, Fl. 33161
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Richard L. Cook
1915-2010

World War Il Veteran
Sergeant, Army Air Force
Supervisor of Foreign Mail, US Post Office
Pioneer and Leader
The City of North Miami



Richard L. Cook leads 2,600 Army Air Force Men in Physical Training.
South Beach, Florida

My name is Cheryl Cook and | have put this request together with the hope that the City of North Miami will help
me honor my parents, Richard & Cherry Cook. | am asking this of the City, as | feel that this honor would be the
legacy that my Father would have been so proud to have bestowed on him by the City that he loved and served,
tirelessly for close to 30 years.

Please allow me to introduce you to my Father, Richard “Dick" Cook.

My Father was born in Syracuse, NY from a very poor family in 1915. The family was so poor they were forced to
send my Father to another family to be raised as they could not afford to feed him. His spirit and determination
would not hold him back. He worked odd jobs and managed to pay his way to a College Degree from Syracuse
University in Physical Education.

World War Il called and my Pop was ready, willing and able. He worked his way to a Sergeant’s status in the
Army Air Force. At one point the Army took over all of South Beach for two reasons, training the men and
watching for German Submarines off of our shores.

It was during this time my Father met my Mother, Cherry Lee Anderson. She worked at the Five and Dime. He
used to say that he met a million dollar baby at a five and ten cent store. As a child, | loved that saying. | was not
aware at the time, that those were the lyrics to a song. My Mother, at age 18, had been sent to Miami to be cared
for by an Aunt. Her family could no longer afford to feed or care for her.

My Father and his battalion were sent to the Tinian Islands. This part of World War || History is a very important
part of this war. It was from the actions that happened there that ultimately ended the war. The parts to create the
atomic bomb were delivered to my Father's battalion, assembled and then dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
This action ended the war, but was it worth the cost? This question weighed on my Father's heart and mind for the
rest of his life.



The war now over, my Father and Mother settled in Syracuse. My Father's friend wanted him to be a partner in
business. He told him that he did not want to sell farm and lawn equipment all his life and he was tired of the
winters. The Cook's were Florida bound! His friend, John Deere, did very well for himself.

From WWII to Syracuse, NY

From Coral Gables to Breezeswept, North Miami, Florida
1960- Present / Permanent Residence
Cheryl Cook



My father served the City of North Miami in many capacities for over 30 years. He served on the Planning and
Zoning Board and was Chairman of the Parks and Recreation Commission. In addition to attending Board and
Commission meetings, he spent countless hours visiting the parks and meeting with citizens of all ages and
leisure interests. He traveled the nation attending educational conferences and workshops on behalf of the City.
He also created the Crime Watch program in Breezeswept that involved hundreds of residents in protecting their
property and effectively reducing crime. In 1960 in unison with the City's road work project, he single handedly
planted palm trees lining both sides of 131st Street.

Besides my father's community service to the City, he was a life time member and past Commander of the
American Legion and a Mason. He was also a leader in many other charitable organizations including the Heart
Association, He helped create and organize efforts which are now common place like blood drives.

My father would have been 97 this past September 9th. He was 94 when he passed in 2010. My mother Cherry
and his bride of 67 years followed him in 2011. | am remaining and restoring our family home and continue to
carry on our family's allegiance to the City of North Miami.

| believe my father's contributions, accomplishments and dedication to family, community and country are
deserving of having our Street named in his honor. He was and will always be part of the greatest generation.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,

Cheryl Cook
727-455-9868
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Whereas:

WHEREAS :
WHEREAS :

WHEREAS :

IN WITNESS

MIAMI

FLORIDA'S FILM AND
o RECORDING CAPITAL

L34 bd

2
a

Hroclamuation

The C{ty of Noath Miami congratufates and thanks RICHARD L. COOK
for over twenty-eight years of Leadenship and dedication to the
comunity as a citizen board member; and

RICHARD L. COOK has been a membex of the City's Parks and
Recreation Commission, foamenfy the Parks, Recreation and
Beautification Board and formenly the Beautification Committee,
sdnce 1963 - on twenty-eight yeans; and

RICHARD L. COOK has also served to beautify the Noath Miamd
comunily and <8 credited with initiating the Street Tree Planting
Program <n 1963, when he personally planted all of the trees that
today Eine N.E. 131at Street; and

RICHARD L. COOK served for nine gears as the Chairman of the Parks,
Recreation and Beautif<ication Board and, as such, fed the way for
the adoption of the City's Parks and Recreation Mastex Plan and the
adoption of the %1 miflion nredevefopment pregram which renovated
the City's park system.

NOW, THEREFORE, {n consideration of the fonegoing, 1, CHRISTINE M. MORENO, as

Mayor of the Cily of Noath Miami, on behalf of the Councif and
cdtizens, do heneby prockaim that the 1991 Summer Ledsure Program
of the City of Noxth Miami Parks and Recreation Depariment be
dedicated to

RICHARD L. COOK
with deep appreci{ation for his many yeans of volunteer seavice fo

the communily as the offic<iaf "MR. PARKS AND RECREATION" of Noxth
Miamd !

WHEREOF, 1 have heaeunto set my hand and cawsed the seaf of the
Cily of Nonth Miami to be affixed this 23ad day of Aprif, 1991.




@The American TLegion
Bepartment of  Hlorida

ertificate of Serfiice

T%z'slGerﬁﬁé; _’I‘Aat
RiCHARD L. COOK
served as C’ammaﬂder af Post No. ; 3H

Florzdd,
The Amemm Legmn, Depdrm;em‘ cy" Florida,

during the term 1‘95.? 19535 mm’ in such service
rendered important 'comriéution.v to the

Community, State, and Nation.

Dated this 24th day of May, 1953.

SN

Department Adjutdnt Department €ommander

“Zor God and Coumtry - - -7




CERTIFICATE OF CONTINUOUS MEMBERSHIP

ISSUED IN GRATEFUL APPRECIATION FOR FAITHFUL AND DEDICATED ALLEGIANCE
TO THE IDEALS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION. BE IT KNOWN THAT

RICHARD L. COOK

A LONGTIME AND DEDICATED MEMBER OF AMERICAN LEGION POST 311
DEPARTMENT OF FLORIDA i

HAS BEEN CERTIFIED TO HAVE BEEN A MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING CONTINUOUSLY FOR OVER

60

YEARS

AND BE IT FURTHER KNOWN THAT SUCH RECORD OF CONSISTENT LOYALTY TO
THE AMERICAN LEGION MERITS THE HONOR OF BEING CITED AS AN OUTSTANDING
CONTRIBUTOR TO THE PROGRAMS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, THIS TESTIMONIAL OF PERSONAL GRATITUDE IS GIVEN
UNDER THE HAND OF THE NATIONAL COMMANDER, AND DULY ATTESTED BY THE NATIONAL
ADJUTANT AND A POST OFFICER, THIS 15TH DAY OF MARCH, 2006.

OZ—:B“L ATTEST: M/ﬂ/ p /Z:;?é

NATIONAL COMMANDER NATIONAL ADJUT

POST OREJICER
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Here is the digital package.

From: scott <scott@scott-galvin.com>

To: ncdclogistics <ncdclogistics@aol.com>
Sent: Tue, Nov 19, 2013 4.36 pm

Subject: Re: Cheryl Cook - Street Renaming?

Digital is far better if you have it that way!
Sent via BlackBerry by AT&T

————— Original Message-----

From: ncdclogistics@aol.com

Date: Tue, 19 Nov 2013 16:32:39

To: <scott@scott-galvin.com>

Subject: Re: Cheryl Cook - Street Renaming?

Hello Scott!

I have prepared the Bioc on my Father. I would like to deliver the hard copy to
you. Let me know where and when I can do this.

Thanks again!

Cheryl Cook

————— Original Message-----

From: Scott Galvin <scott@scott-galvin.coms

To: ncdclogistics <ncdclogistics@aol.coms

Cc: Natasha Colebrook-Williams <ncolebrook-williams@northmiamifl.govs>; Scott
Galvin <scott@scott-galvin.coms

Sent: Fri, Nov 15, 2013 9:02 pm

Subject: Fw: Cheryl Cook - Street Renaming?

Hi, Cheryl,

Here are the procedures we must follow for the street renaming. Can you please
prepare some sort of "bio" that describes your parents contributions to the
community? I'd like it to be part of the original request in case anyone has
questions.

Thanks!
Scott Galvin

North Miami City Council
www.scott-galvin.com

www . facebook.com/scottgalvinmiami

www . youtube.com/scottgalvinmiami




————— Forwarded Message -----
From: "Colebrook-Williams, Natasha" <ncolebrook-williams@northmiamifl.govs
To: Scott Galvin <scott@scott-galvin.coms
Cc: "Claude, Lumane P." <LClaude@northmiamifl.govs; "Johnson, Stephen"
<stephenjohnson@northmiamifl.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2013 1:24 PM
Subject: RE: Cheryl Cook - Street Renaming?

Councilman Galvin,

Please find attached the procedures for renaming a street. In the event you
received the previous email, please disregard. Thank you.

Natasha Colebrook-Williams
Governmental Affairs Manager

City of North Miami

305-895-9898 - direct

green North Miami Please print only if necessary

The City of North Miami is a public entity subject to Chapter 119 of the Florida
Statutes concerning public records. E-mail messages are covered under such laws

and thus subject to disclosure. All E-mail sent and received is captured by our

servers and kept as a public record

From: Scott Galvin [mailto:scott@scott-galvin.com]
Sent: Wednesday, September 11, 2013 3:21 PM

To: Colebrook-Williamsg, Natasha

Cc: Scott Galvin; ncdclogistics@aol.com

Subject: Cheryl Cook - Street Renaming?

Hi, Natasha,

Cheryl Cook is a resident of 55 NE 131 Street. Her parents, Richard and Cherry
Cook, were pioneers of the area and very involved in the community. Please see
her email below. She's interested in having their street renamed posthumously

in her parents' honor. Can you please look into what that would take?



Thanks,

Scott Galvin
North Miami City Council
http://www.scott-galvin.com/

www . facebook.com/scottgalvinmiami

www . youtube.com/scottgalvinmiami

————— Forwarded Message -----

From: "ncdclogistics®@aol.com" <ncdclogistics@aol.coms>
To: scott@scott-galvin.com

Sent: Wednesday, September 11, 2013 12:26 PM

Subject: From Cheryl Cook

Hey Scott!

Hope all is well with you!

I having been thinking about something lately and thought I would run it by
you. ...

As the streets and sidewalks are being replaced in front of our family home,
owned since 1960, I would like to put my parent’s names, Richard & Cherry Cook,
in the “hat” to have “our” Street named in their honor.



As you know my Father served the City of North Miami in many capacities for 30
years or more. He served on the Planning and Zoning Board and was Chairman of
the Parks and Recreation Committee. He also created the Crime Watch program in
Breezeswept. In 1960, following road work, he planted Palms, single handedly,
lining both sides of N.E. 131lst Street.

My Father served as a Sergeant in World War II for the Army Air Force and was
stationed in the Tinian Islands. His battalion was responsible for dropping the
atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, which ended World War II.

Beside my Father's involvement in the City of North Miami he was a Life Time
member and past Commander of the American Legion and a Master Mason. He was also
a leader in many other charitable organizations including the Heart Association
and helped create and organize efforts which are now common place like blood
drives.

My Father would have been 97 this past September Sth. He was 94 when he passed
in 2010. My Mother followed him in 2011. My parent’'s were married for 67 years.
I am remaining and restoring our family home and will continue to carry on our
family’s allegiance to the City of North Miami.

I think my Father’s accomplishments, love and service to the City of North Miami
is deserving of having “our” Street named in their honor.

I just wanted to run this by you and see what you thought.

Thank you!

Cheryl Cook



PS: Thank you for seeing that my Father was honored with the Key to the City. I
guess it must have been stolen during one of the break-in’s over the years, as I
have not been able to find it. It was one of his most prized possessions.

The City of North Miami is a public entity subject to Chapter 119 of the Florida
Statutes concerning public records. E-mail messages are covered under such laws

and thus subject to disclosure. All E-mail sent and received is captured by our

servers and kept as a public record.



